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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Bude/ctratton , 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors; 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District  for 
the  year  1950. 

Housing  still  remains  one  of  the  most  urgent 
problems  which  the  Council  has  to  face.  However,  during 
the  year  1950  suitable  progress  v/as  achieved  in  the  com- 
pletion of  new  houses,  and  the  Council  is  to  be  congritu- 
luted  on  the  strenuous  efforts  that  have  been  made  hy  all 
concerned . 

’Yith  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  x^oliomye- 
litis,  the  general  he  ilth  of  the  popul  ition  remains 
satisfactory . 

Once  ag  iin  I wish  to  pl-ice  on  record  the  complete 
co-operation  I have  alvvays  received  from  thu  Clerk  and  Council 
Staff  and  from  your  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  assistance  in 
the  prep; '.ration  of  this  report. 

I am,  Mr. .Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

20th  September.  1951. 

Health  Area  Office, 

Castle  Green, 

LY^UnCDSTON. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Bude/dtratton 


Urban  District  Council  for 
year  ending  31st  December, 

the 

1950. 
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A. 

Social  Conditions 

of  Area  &. 

Statistics ; 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 

1950 

1949 

Area  of  acres 

4,294 

4,294 

Population 

5,286 

5,207 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 

in  1950. 

1,400 

1,378 

Rateable  Value  in  1930 

150,133 

£49 , 688 

Product  of  Id  rate 

£200 

£197 

Live  Births 

Male 

female 

TOTAx, 

Legitimate 

31  (37) 

21  (26) 

52  (62) 

Illegitimate 

2 (-) 

2 (1) 

4 (1) 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  population 

10.59 

(12.10) 

Birth  Rate  for  Dngland  and  Wales 

15.8 

(16.70) 

3t illb irths 

Male 

female 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 (1) 

- (-) 

2 (1) 

" (1) 

3 (2) 

- (1) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

Male 

female 

TOTAL 

legitimate 

Illegitimate 

2 (2) 

1 (-) 

- (“) 

- (-) 

2 (2) 

1 (-) 

Infant  mortality  rate 

Infant  m.ortality  rate  for  Lngland  and  Wales 

53.57  (31 

29.8  (32 

.74) 

.0) 

Deaths  of  all  causes 

Mai  e 

female 

TOTAL 

39  (29) 

48  (59) 

87  (88) 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  population 

Death  rate  for  Lngland  and  Wales 

16.45  (16.90) 

11.6  (11.70) 

(figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1949) 
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The  registered  causes  of  death  weres 


Cause  of  death 


1.  Tuberculosis s respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis  5 other 
3o  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ' 

6.  Menigococal  infections 
7»  Acute  x^oliomyditis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasite  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  .ileukaemia, 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  augine 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23 . Pneumonia 

24.  Broncnitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respir.atory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31. ' Gongenit  il  malform  it  ions 

32.  Other  defined  -ind  ill-defined  dise.ises 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  otPer  accidents 

35.  .Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  oper.„itions  of  war 


Male 


-(-) 

1(1) 

1(1) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(“) 

-(”) 

l(-) 

-(") 

-(-) 

~(“) 

4(2) 

-(-) 

-(") 

4(3) 

4(~) 

2(-) 

6(7) 

l(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

5(-) 

-(-) 

-(2) 

1(2) 

2(2) 

2(-) 

-(-) 

-(1) 

6(5) 

"(-) 

“(2) 

1(1) 

-(-) 


female 

TuTAL 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

1(1) 

-(-) 

1(1) 

>(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

“(“) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

l(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

2(-) 

2(-) 

-(2) 

-(2) 

2(9) 

6(11) 

^(-) 

1(") 

-(1) 

-(1) 

15(9) 

I9(:i2) 

2(-) 

6(-) 

-(-) 

2(-) 

6(12) 

12(19) 

4(2) 

5(2) 

-(1) 

-(1) 

2(2) 

2(2) 

2(-) 

5(-) 

l(-) 

1(“) 

-(-) 

-(2) 

-(2) 

1(1) 

2(3) 

4(5) 

-(-) 

2(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-d) 

9(14) 
-f  1 

15(19) 

( \ 

-(1) 

\ / 

-(3) 

"(1) 

1(2) 

-(-) 

-(") 

39(29)  48(  59)  87^88^ 


(figures  in  brackets  ar^  for  1949) 
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SI^OTION  B. 


Laboratory  BACiujiiias. 

a.  As  outlined  in  previous  reports,  the  free  use  of  the  x^ublic 
Health  Laboratories  are  ilwiys  available  either  at  Exeter  or  Truro » 

In  the  main  most  of  the  specimens  from  this  district  a.re  dealt  v/ith 
at  Exeter,  and  I should  liRe  to  take  the  opportunity  here  of  thanking 
Lr,  B.  Moore  who  is  in  chargvj  of  this  Laboratory  for  the  excellence 
of  his  work  and  the  re.idy  help  he  always  gives. 

Regular  samples  of  Water,  Milk  and  Ice  Cream  are  carried  out 
.and  on  the  whole  the  results  have  been  s,itisfactory , 
b.  CLINIC  FACILITIES. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  A regular  fortnightly  Infant  W'elfare  Clinic 
is  held  at  The  Castle,  Bude,  and  continues  to  provide  a much  vilued 
service.  Number  of  attendances  during  the  year  1950  was  560. 

It  is  mainly  in  the  Preventive  aspect  of  medicine  that  v^/e  con- 
centr:ite  here  at  the  Clinic.  This  involves  a good  deal  of  personally 
conducted  Health  Educ  ition  to  the  mother  on  hov/  to  h indie  and  bring 
up  her  infant.  There  is  no  immediate  yard  stick  for  me  isuring  the 
V ilue  of  this  v;ork  or  its  results,  but  from  the  regularity  of  atten- 
dance  of  tne  mothers  with  their  babies,  it  is  obvious  thsit  they 
appreciate  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  particular  and  general 
aspects  of  Good  Health.  It  should  be  realised  that  when  a mother 
calls  in  a doctor  to  see  her  sick  child,  she  is  in  no  condition  at 
that  time  to  be  informed  on  how  the  trouble  could  have  been  averted. 
The  work  at  the  Clinics  supplements  the  work  of  the  District  Nurses 
who  are  the  main  interests  in  this  scheme  of  Preventive  Medicine. 

In  their  daily  work  they  visit  all  homes  whore  there  arc  babies  and 
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and  young  children  and  their  timely  advice  and  help  does  much  to 
prevent  serious  illness  developing.  Great  tribute  is  due  to  them 
and  our  district  is  particularly  fortunate  in  having  Nurses  of  great 
ability. 

Mothercraft  Training  Clinic.  This  Clinic  has  now  been  going  for 
a.  whole  ye  ir  and  is  carried  out  fortnightly  at  The  Castle,  Bude. 
Although  the  numbers  attending  are  small,  we  have  had  particularly 
good  results  with  the  cases  handled. 

As  outlined  in  last  ye  ir»s  report  the  purpose  of  this  Clinic  is  to 
abolish  the  fear  and  ignorance  experienced  by  a mother  during  the 
trials  of  labour.  We  have  definite  evidence  of  the  raent  il  and 
physical  relief  which  mothers  derive  from  work  of  this  character 
and  much  credit  is  duo  to  the  Nurses  in  charge* 

dye  Clinic.  A regular  Eye  Clinic  for  school  children  is  held 
at  The  Castle,  Bude,  v/hero  they  are  seen  by  an  Eye  Specialist  from 
Plymouth.  There  is  no  fixed  date  for  this  Clinic,  as  v<jq  v/ait  for 
suitable  numbers  to  accumulate  before  arranging  his  visit.  The  f ict 
that  this  type  of  Clinic  is  held  loc  i-lly  is  a considerable  saving  in 
time  and  expense,  as  otherwis>j  these  children  would  h ’-ve  to  be  tr  ms- 
ported  to  x^'tymouth . 

Dental  Clinic  . Since  making  my  Irast  report  we  are  still  without 
a regular  School  Dentist,  Discussions  are  at  present  in  progress  with 
the  Local  Tjxecutive  Council  to  see  whether  the  Dentists  in  this  Area 
could  set  aside  certain  periods  for  the  treatment  of  schoolchildren. 

If  this  could  be  arranged  those  children  seen  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  who  in  his  opinion  require  urgent  Dental  attention,  would  then 
have  some  priority.  The  scheme  would  depend  on  the  full  co-operation 
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of  tho  School  Health  Service  ?/ith  the  local  Dentists, 
c.  AMBUDANgP  BERyiCS. 

The  Ambulance  Service  was  heavily  engaged  during  the  year. 

Our  main  Hospital  centres  are  situated  up  to  40/50  miles  from  the 
Rural  District  which  necessitates  a large  amount  of  travelling. 

Much  of  this  could  be  overcome  if  the  Stratton  Cottage  Hospital 
could  be  developed  to  provide  more  services.  If  adequate  X-Ray 
and  Radiotherapy  units  wore  made  available,  a fair  proportion  of 
the  mileage  now  done  would  be  cut  out  and  this  v;ould  result  not 
only  in  financi-'-l  swing,  but  would  .also  be  much  more  convenient 
for  the  patients. 

To  give  the  Council  some  indication  of  the  work  and  mileage 
involved,  the  Bude  Ambul.uice  during  1950  conveyed  287  pr-tients  a 
distance  of  14,400  miles.  It  should  also  be  realised  that  not  all 
the  pa.tients  in  our  i-.re  i we  convoyed  by  Bude  Ambulance,  as  often 
this  may  be  out  when  another  case  is  to  be  handled.  For  this 
purpose  an  Ambulance  from  Holsworthy  or  Launceston  may  be  called 
upon  to  do  the  journey. 

It  is  not  possible  to  separate  out  precisely  the  individual 
journeys  to  hospital  from  our  District,  but  over  the  whole  iwea, 
which  includes  Bude,  Stratton,  L^auncoston  and  G'lmelford,  the  number 
of  patients  conveyed  during  the  year  was  1,576,  a distance  of 
65,800  miles,  or  an  average  of  47  miles  per  patient.  From  these 
figures  the  Council  will  realise  the  groat  disadvantage  we  experience 
owing  to  our  remoteness  from  hospital  and  treatment  centres,  and  why 
it  is  recommended  that  the  local  hospital  should  be  developed  as 
much  as  possible  to  give  the  public  more  facilities. 
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Much  of  what  has  boon  said  about  the 


d.  HuSPITr.1,  G^R  SERVICd, 

/jnbulance  Service  applies  to  the  Hospital  Gar  Service.  The  Utilecon 
Ambulance  which  is  situated  in  I’oundstock  for  conveying  the  sitting 
typo  of  case  has  been  a most  valuable  a.ssot  in  the  District,  In 
addition  to  the  use  of  this  vehicle,  we  also  use  private  cars  to 
convey  cases  to  hospital  vihcre  this  is  appropriate. 

The  Poundstock  Utilecon  ..mbulance  during  the  year  1950  conveyed 
715  p'!.tients,  a dist  ince  of  24,125  miles,  to  hospital.  Hero  again 
private  cars  and  Utilecons  have  to  be  brought  in  from  other  stations 
to  cope  with  the  v^ork  of  the  v^hole  District. 

In  order  that  the  Council  may  have  some  idea  of  the  ?/ork  done 
for  the  sitting  type  of  case,  the  number  of  patients  convej/'ed  to 
hospital  for  the  vi/hole  area  was  4,687  patients,  a distance  of 
160,573  miles,  or  an  aver.age  of  34  miles  per  patient.  Hero  again, 
if  more  local  facilities  Y/ere  provided,  a great  s aving  in  transport 
could  be  effected. 

e,  RUGIOLIAL  H0SP1T..L  BQ..RD. 

J.I  Maternity  Home  is  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  patient  s in 
this  area  a.t  Old  Tree  House,  Trebursey,  Near  Launceston.  It  does 
not  seem  likely,  however,  th.-it  this  Home  v^ill  be  ready  for  occupa- 
tion before  1952, 
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SUCTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Districts 

( a ) Draina)S;e  and  Sewerage  » 

Stratton . The  Stratton  Sewerage  Scheme  has  been  further 
poistponed,  due  to  the  cost  of  the  works,  but  it  is  hoped  to  effect 
some  improvements,  to  the  soorm-v;ater  system,  with  the  object  of 
alleviating  flooding,  when  labour  and  materials  are  available o 
In  addition  a modified  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  Stratton 
sewage  disposal  v/orks  is  being  prepared  for  early  attention.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  latter  work  is  urgently  required  to  secure 
a satisfactory  effluent  from  the  V/orkSo 

Poughill . The  modified  scheme  of  sewarage  for  the  Poughill 
district  has  been  prepared,  and  a start  at  least  should  have  been 
made  in  1951. 

(b  ) I'/ater  Supply. 


The  Council’s  water  undert 'iking,  which  supplies  most  of  the 
Urban  District  and  parts  of  the  adjoining  Rural  District,  is  con- 
trolled and  m'maged  by  the  Council's  Surveyor  and  Uater  engineer. 
The  duty  of  t iking  samples  for  bacteriologic  il  •.inalysis, 
however,  devolves  upon  the  Ganitiry  Inspector,  Results  of  routine 
samples  taken  during  1950  are  appended  belows- 


Date  of  Sample 


3.1.50 

II 

ir 

30.1.50 

II 

ti 

21.2.50 
It 


Where  taken 

Nev/  filters,  Ve aland 
Old  filters,  Vo-oland 
The  Castle,  Bude 
New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  filters,  Vealand 
The  Castle,  Bude 
New  filters,  Vealand 
Old  filters,  Vealand 


lithologist’s  Report 

Satisfactory 

It 

it 

<1 

II 

It 

it 

it 
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21.2.50 

No . 

4 Flexbury  Park  Road 

Sma-11  No.  of  coliform 
org'-nisms  - might  bo 
result  of  local  growth 
not  of  excretp.l  origin. 

28.2.50 

No. 

4 Floxbury  P \rk  RoP-d 

Satisfactory 

8.4.50  ■ 

New 

filters,  Vealand 

It 

ir 

Old 

filters,  Vealand 

It 

.1 

The 

Castle,  Bude. 

If 

5.7.50 

New 

Filters,  Vealcand 

Large  No.  of  coli  - not 

It 

Old 

Filters,  Vealand 

excretal  - not  suitable 
for  drinking  in  present 
state . 

ti 

The 

Castle,  Bude. 

No.  of  non-faecal  coli  - 
doubt  as  to  sterility  of 
bottles . 

10.7.50 

New 

filters,  Vealand 

Satisfci-ctory . 

It 

If 

Old 

filters,  VealP.nd 

•1 

The 

Castle,  Bude. 

If 

18.7.50 

Nev; 

filters,  Veal?ind 

ill 

Old 

filters,  Vealand 

If 

ii 

The 

Castle,  Bude 

>1 

50.8.50 

The 

Castle,  Bude 

Unsatisfactory  for  treat 
ed  ?/ater. 

12.9.50 

New 

filters,  Vealand 

Unsatisfactory . 

It 

Old 

Filters,  Vealand 

1! 

It 

The 

Castle,  Bude. 

Satisfactory 

27.9.50 

Old 

& Now*  Filters,  Vealand 

It 

il 

The 

Castle,  Bude. 

tt 

( c ) Routine  Inspections. 


Sanitary  inspection 
of  the  District 

No.  in 
District 

No.  of 
visits 
1950 

No.  of 

defects 

found 

No . of 

defects 

remedied 

B akehouses 

4 

24 

5 

5 

Dairies 

2 

11 

Food  preparing  places 
viThich  are  subject  to 
Inspection 

45 

115 

5 

5 

Factories 

41 

52 

6 

6 

Nuisances  and  defects 

remedied 

during  the 

year . 

Overcrowding 

10 

Refuse  receptacles 

Keeping  of  animals 

5 

Camping  sites 

5 

Sanitary  accommodation 

Yard  paving 

(a.)  insufficient 

- 

Dampness 

25 

(b)  defective 

17 

Roofs  & rainwater  pipes 

11 

Dr'iinage 

Floors 

(a)  reconstructed 

9 

V/alls  & ceilings 

51 

(b)  repn,ired 

15 

V/indows  & Ventilation 

14 

—8 
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1 

1 


/\L 


(c;  cloansed  23 

Cesspools 

(a)  abolished 

(b)  repFiircd  - 2 


Water  supplies  21 

Total  visits  of  all  kinds  by 
the  Inspector  during  the  year 

1846, 
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SECTION  E. 


Housing  Survey, 

whilst  tho  progress  in  tho  oroction  of  nov;  houses  in 

the  District  continues  to  bo  slower  th.un  could  be  wished, 

some  optimism  is  felt  v/hen  tho  figures  for  1950  comp.. ire d 

with  those  of  the  previous  your; 

New  houses  completed  in  1949  10 

New  houses  completed  in  1950  23 

It  must  be  stressed,  however,  that  numerous  families 
are  still  living  in  overcrovYdod  and  unsatisfa,ctory  conditions, 
and  an  extensive  programme  remains  to  be  effected  before  these 
conditions  will  be  completely  alleviated.  The  Hillhoad  Estate 
was  developed  almost  to  the  full  extent  planned  in  the  present 
programme,  during  the  year,  but  delays  due  to  a variety  of 
cliuscs  have  unfortunately  held  up  tho  commencement  of  the 
Berries  Avenue  Development,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  re- 
ars many  old  properties  in  the  District  which  are  unfit  for 
habita.tion,  quite  apart  from  the  problem  of  f -imilies  new^ly 
created  during  or  since  the  i/ar,  it  will  be  appreciated  that 
not  until  the  Berries  Avenue  development  is  well  under  v/ay 
Y/ill  the  problem  approach  a solution. 
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INSPECT I OH  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supplies  and  Control.  kith  the  coining  into  operation  of 
the  Food  and  drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  and  subsequent  regulations 
relating  to  raw  and  Issignated  milks,  much  of  the  administration  re- 
Isiting  to  milk  supplies  has  been  removed  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Local  Authority,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  Cornwall  County  Council,  and  the 
results  forwarded  to  this  office.  with  very  few  exceptions  these 
have  been  satisf  ictory . 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947.  Of  the  25  dealers 
in  ice  crefim,  all  but  four  no\¥  servo  only  prepacked  ice  cream  v/hich  has 
been  submitted  to  heat  treatment  in  accordance  with  the  ReguDr. t ions , 
in  factories  outside  the  District. 

Fortnightly  samples  of  ice  cream  have  been  taken  for  submission 
to  the  provisional  methylene  blue  test,  whilst  this  test  still  con- 
tinues to  have  no  legal  standing,  it  is  found  to  be  a useful  method 
of  securing  improvement  where  this  has  been  found  necessary.  The 
quality  of  the  product  continues  to  show  improvement;  nevertheless 
it  is  felt  tha.t  a legfil  minimum  chemical  standard  would  assist 
gre.atly  in  this  direction.  ..t  the  time  of  writing  this  report  it 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  such  a standard  has  been  agreed, 'ind 
given  legal  standing. 

Unsound  food.  The  bulk  of  the  food  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  ye  ir  v/as  almost  exclusively  of  the  tinned 
variety.  However  when  the  am.ounts  for  condemnation  are  compared 
w'ith  the  bulk  they  appear  as  only  a very  small  percentage.  An 
interesting  feature  in  connection  with  the  tinned  type  of  product 

is  the  percentage  of  tinned  cooked  meats  from  the  continent  which 
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which  it  was  founi  necessary  to  condemn. 

xhe  amount  of  food  condemned  as  unfit  was  8-4"  cwt . 

Meat  Inspection.  The  slaughter  of  animals  for  food  remains 
centralised,  and  there  sire  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district. 

There  is  however  a Meat  depot  for  the  distribution  of  meat  to 
the  local  butchers,  and  this  depot  is  inspected  regularly.  No 
fresh  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year. 

Food  Hygiene.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  of 
hotel  and  cafe  kitchens  in  the  district  has  been  found  to  be 
uniformly  good,  with  very  fev/  exceptions.  In  this  connection 
the  Byelaws  concerning  food  handling,  mfide  under  the  Food  and 
drugs  idct , 1938  and  adopted  by  the  Council  in  B/Iay  of  the  year 
unvLer  review,  h,a,VG  been  found  fi  useful  medium  for  securing  uni- 
formity of  standards,  and  for  effecting  imi^rovement  v^^here  necessary. 

Food  a-nd  drugs  xxct  1938.  This  i.ct  is  administered  in  the 
district  by  the  Food  and  drugs  rt.uthority,  namely  the  Cornwall 
County  Council.  The  figures  relating  to  samples  taken  under  the 
;i.ct  in  1950  ire  appended  below,  ind  have  been  supplied  through  the 
kind  co-oper.Ltion  of  the  uivisionil  ireights  and  ivle^isures  Inspector. 

N ame  of  ar t i c 1 e 1 J "oT  of” s ample s No.  teste,^  on  Nol  sent  to 

taken.  Gerber( correct ) an  ilyst 

Genuine,  .vdulter  ite 


Milk  14 
Ice  Cream  7 
Cornish  Ice  Cream  1 
Lard  1 
Malt  Vineg.ir  1 
Gooseberry  Jam  1 
Barley  Crystals  1 
Curry  Powder  1 
Invalil  Bovril  1 
dhite  Popper  1 


14 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Name  of  i^rticle 


No.  of 
samples 
taken , 


Glace  cherries  1 

lepper  flavoured 

compouni  1 

Prepared,  soup  mix  1 

Mint  Jelly  1 

Beef  aspic  jelly  1 

Essence  of  Rennet  1 

Rnglish  Honey  1 

Cornish  Honey  1 

Marzipan  1 

Shredded  Beef  Suet 
with  flour  1 

^utch  Uhite  Fondant  1 

Flaked  Beef  Suet  1 


41 


Rats  and  Mice  destruction 


No.  tested  on  No.  sent  to  i^nalyst 

Gerber  Genuine,  ridulterated 

( correct ) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21  20 


An  extensive  programme  of  work  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
district  during  the  year,  under  the  Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949.  In  addition  to  Private  jmd  Business  premises  the 


Council's  properties,  refuse  tips  and  sewage  v/orks  have  received 
routine  quarterly  treatment;  and  the  sev/erage  systems  have  received 
an  annual  test  baiting,  and  treatment  vsh  ere  necessary,  a certain 
amount  of  work  has  also  been  carried  out  in  the  Uvljoining  Rural 
district . 


The  Council  employes  a full  time  Rodent  Operator, 
trains',  in  the  methods  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  i^griculture 
and  Fisheries.  One  feels  that  it  is  Pi.  happy  comment  on  the  work  of 
the  Operator  that  no  legal  proceedings  have  been  necess-.ry  uniler 
the  Act.  Infestations  are  normally  notified  by  owners  cr  occupiers 
as  -o.nd  when  they  occur,  and  the  ..legree  of  co-operation  shown  by  them 
in  securing  the  destruction  of  pests  has  Evlways  been  of  the  highest 

A useful  liason  -also  exists  between  the  Council's  stiff 


ora  or 


V ' ^ 


,ini  the  Rodont  uestrucbion  st.iff  of  tho  Cornw,;ill  County 
Council  who  deal  with  tho  treatment  of  ^.gri culture'll  properties 
in  the  jistrict. 

No.  of  survey  visits  made  by  Rodent  Operator  467 
No,  of  treatments  384 

No.  of  revisits  421 
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SECTION  E, 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  adjoining  district  of  which  I am  also  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  given: 
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Bude-Stratton  Urban  District 

1 

1 

5 

2 

— 

- 

5 

2 

1 

- 

1 

18 

Stratton  Rural  District 

19 

- 

5 

7 

1 

- 

6 

4 

- 

1 

- 

41 

Launceston  Rural  District 

18 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

“ 

— 

- 

- 

26 

Launceston  Borough 

13 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

20 

Camelford  Rural  District 

13 

3 

9 

13 

3 

1 

9 

51 

TOTAL 

64 

5 

19 

25 

7 

2 

15 

7 

1 

1 

o 

1 — 1 

156 

POLIOMYELITIS 


It  will  be  noted  that  there  htis  been  a fairly  high  incidence  of 
Poliomyelitis  in  the  District.  When  one  considers  the  size  of  our 
population,  it  would  be  no  exa.ggerat ion  to  say  that  we  have  been  very 
heavily  smitten.  There  is  no  doubt  'whatsover  that  more  cases  exist 
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"thcin  circ  tictually  broughis  bo  our  nobico.  Thoso  come  under  bho 
hc-iding  of  Non— po-mlybic  Poliomyellbis  cind  mny  huve  bhe  sympboms 
of  n.  common  cold,  nnd  are  bhus  nob  recognised, 

;Vg  are  sbill  Ignoranb  of  bhe  precise  mebhod  of  spro'id  of 
Poliomyellbis  and  consequenbly  our  mebhods  of  provenbion  are  limibed. 
No  sbill  have  bo  rely  on  bhe  general  principle  of  isolation  of  cases 
and  supervision  of  conbaebs,  'ind  advice  on  general  £ind  personal 
hygiene.  a greab  deal  can  be  done  bo  limib  bhe  spread  of  bhis 
disease  if  during  bhe  period  when  cases  are  occuiring,  children  and 
adulbs  are  warned  nob  bo  oxha.usb  bhemselves  and  avoid  congregibing 
bogebher  in  largo  crowds. 

I should  like  bo  pay  bribube  bo  bhe  ready  and  willing  co- 
operabion  I have  always  had  from  bhe  Sanlbary  sbaff  in  dealing  wibh 
bhe  supervision  of  uhe  families  and  disinfeebion  in  bhe  houses  where 
bhese  cases  have  occurred.  The  Council  musb  realise  bhab  a greab 
deal  of  anxiour  and  heavy  work  is  involved  in  bhe  follow-up  of  all 
bhese  cases  of  infeebious  Disease,  parbicularly  in  Poliomyelibis . 

Tne  incidence  of  obher  serious  Infeebious  Disease  has  forbunabely 
nob  beeii  heavy. 

DIPHTHDPIa  imvlUNISfiTION  and  VaCCINaTIQN . 

-^U  - -ung  bhe  year  1950  bhe  number  of  Diphbheria  Immunisablons 
and  Va.ccLnabions  in  bho  whole  area  were: 


i-.UTH0RI^Y 


Immunlsabion  B oosbers  Vaccinr.bions 


Budo  Urban  Disbricb 
Sbrabbon  Rural  Disbricb 
Launcesb'.  n Borough 
Camelfo:.-d  Rural  Disbricb 
Launcesben  Rural  Disbricb 


39 

61 

35 

73 

52 


30 

53 

51 

22 

45 


45 

29 

20 

35 

29 


Once  again  I .am  pleised 
reporbed  in  bhis  Disbricb. 


bo  reporb  bhab  no  case  of  uiphbheria  v;^as 
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TUBEKOULOSIo 


The  preventive  aspect  of  this  hisoase  is  now  being  seriously 
tp,ckle',.'.  iall  contacts  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  tested  by 
means  of  special  skin  tests,  and  if  suit  ible,  v/ill  be  protected 
against  Tuberculosis  by  the  uso  of  B.C.G.  V’accine.  This  Vaccine 
is  a modified  form  of  the  Tuberculosis  germ  which  is  harmless  in 
itself  but  wfhen  injected  is  capable  of  enabling  any  individual 
to  resist  the  disease. 

The  Council  must  remember  too  that  special  consideration  must 
always  be  given  in  the  question  of  re-housing  where  e.  case  of  Tuber- 
culosis occurs  in  a family.  Inadequate  housing  is  without  doubt 
one  of  the  most  likely  methods  of  spreading  Tuberculosis. 
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